etat. GO.]     Johnson a goocL-humourcd man.
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maintained it to be a poetical conceit. A 1'tVt brin;1, linted, if he is slain in battle, and a vest is made of hi-. :in, it is a painted vest won from him, though he w.i-. iked '.
Johnson spoke unfavourably of u certain pretty volume DUS authour, saying, ' He used to write anonymous hunk-*, id then other books commending1 those books, in which icre was something of rascality.'
I whispered him, ' Well, Sir, you are now in good humour.1 3HNSON. 'Yes, Sir.'    I was going to leave him, and hud Dt as far as the staircase.    He stopped me, and siniliu;;, tid, ' Get you gone in;' a curious mode of inviting nu* to ay, which I accordingly did for some time longer. This little incidental quarrel  and   reeoncilialinn, which, srhaps, I may be thought to have detailed ton niiuufrlv, mst be esteemed as one of many proofs which hi-, fiirml-. ad, that though he might be charged with /'<;</ /w/.v.vr at mes, he was always i\^oo(i-natttt'C(l man ; and 1 havr !u-.n«! ir Joshua Reynolds", a nice and delicate observer of m.tn ers, particularly remark, that when upon any occasion Jnhn )ii had been rough to any person in company, lu* UmU thirst opportunity of reconciliation, by drinking to hitti, »n
is probable, I think, that .sonic wiitf, in order to uiukr Hnu.ir*! ore ridiculous than he really wan, has formed the n»ti|ilri ,r» a u rculates.   BosWELi..   Swift in his r^ity ; A A'/;,?/u'./r. thun J«» oward and Blackmore together:   -
'Remains a dilfuuilty still, To purchase fame hy writing ill. From Flecknoc down to llowurd'rt tiinr How few have reached the low Mililitne ! For when our hi^h-born Hovvanl dird, Blackmore alone IH'H place .su|)j»lit«d.'
Swift 'H tt't't'At i iKtt]|, si. >/»
1 Boswell seems to have borrowed the, notion (rum Tht Sfiftt.tt '0.43, where Steelc, after saying that the poet bltmdwd l»rr.tn-»r as 'vivacious as well as stupid/ continues :   ' A fool of u cnUIri < . itution would have staid to have Hayed the !»ict, itntl utiuk* luill is skin for the wearing of the conqueror.' a See ante,\\. 115, note.
».\v
H»-»thy of particular observation, that these lines so often quoted do not exist either in Blackmore or Howard.'  In The British Princes, 8vo. 1669, now before me, p. 96, they stand, thus :— 'A vest as admired Voltiger had on, Which, from this Island's foes, his grandsire won, Whose artful colour pass'd the Tyrian dye, Oblig'd to triumph in this legacy.'
